




Interna'onal	trade	
(par'cularly	produce	

imports)	at	the	U.S./Mexico	
border	ports	of	entry	at	
Nogales	and	Douglas	

U.S.	Department	of	Defense	
engagement	at	the	Fort	
Huachuca	Army	Base	in	

Cochise	County	

Tourism,	based	upon	the	
significant	geographical	and	

historical	sites		

Some	agriculture	and	agri-
business	opportunity	in	

Cochise	County	

Economic	
Vitality	



Cochise	County	Employment	by	Industry	(2015) 					Non	Farm		
																																																											Jobs 				Share	of	Total	

Total	Nonfarm 																																								34,300 								100.0% 		
Total	Private 																																								22,700 										66.2%	

		
Goods	Producing 																									1,600													4.7% 		
Mining	and	Construc'on 							1,100 													3.2% 		
Manufacturing 																												500 													1.5%	

		
Service-Providing 																							32,700										95.3%	
Private	Service-Providing 					21,100										61.5%	
Trade,	Transporta'on,	and	U'li'es						6,200										18.1% 		
Informa'on 																																													300 												0.9% 		
Financial	Ac'vi'es 																												900 												2.6% 		
Professional	and	Business	Services							4,300 										12.5%	

									Educa'onal	and	Health	Services	 							4,600											13.4%	 		
									Leisure	and	Hospitality	 																									3,900										11.4%	 		
									Other	Services	 																												900													2.6%	 		
									Government	 																																								11,600											33.8%	 		
											Federal	Government	 																									5,100													4.9%	
										State	and	Local	Government	 								6,500										19.0%	 		
	 		Source:	Arizona	Office	of	Employment	and	Popula'on	Sta's'cs	and		UsEconomicResearch.com		

	
	

		



Cochise	County	Large	Employers	(2015)	 		
Employer	 																																							FullHme	Equivalent	Employees	 		
Fort	Huachuca	 	 	 	 	7,956	 		
U.S.	Department	of	Homeland	Security	 	1,720	 		
Cochise	County	 	 	 	 				816	 		
Sierra	Vista	Unified	School	District	 	 				707	 		
Wal-Mart	Stores,	Inc.	 	 	 				643	 		
Canyon	Vista	Medical	Center		 		 				623	 		
General	Dynamics	Informa'on	Technology	 				623	 		
Arizona	State	Prison	Complex	 																					615	 		
Cochise	College	 	 	 	 			521	 		
Douglas	Unified	School	District	#	27	 	 			492	 		
Northrop	Grumman	Corpora'on	 	 			450		

		
Source:	Cochise	College	Center	for	Economic	Research.	Note.	A	full'me	equivalent	employee	equals	one	full'me	or	two	
part-'me	employees.	Includes	only	those	employers	that	par'cipated	in	the	annual	top	employer	survey.	*Large	employer	
U.S.	Department	of	Homeland	Security,	which	includes	Immigra'on	and	Customs	Enforcement	(ICE),	Customs	and	Border	

Protec'on	(CBP),	and	U.S.	Border	Patrol,	did	not	par'cipate.	 		



Community	Unique	Strengths	
•  Fort	Huachuca	Army	Post—Communica'ons	and	

Intelligence	Center---Cyber	Security,	Engineering	and	
Avia'on	

•  Proximity	to	the	Mexico	Border	
	
•  Community	Demographics—Educa'on	level	of	SV	area	ci'zenry	

according	to	the	U.S.	Census	Bureau’s	2009-2011	American	Community	Survey	
(ACS)	

91.3	percent	of	Sierra	Vista’s	popula'on	aged	25	years	and	older	has	at	least	a	high	school	diploma	
or	equivalent.	This	is	above	countywide,	statewide,	and	na'onal	levels.		
	
Approximately	29.8	percent	of	Sierra	Vista	residents	hold	a	bachelor's	degree	or	higher,	which	is	
also	higher	than	county,	state,	and	na'onal	levels	
	
Third	grade	AIMS	data:	69%	of	pass	Math		Tests	and	77%	pass	Reading		Tests	



Challenges	
	
•  Lack	of	STEM	collabora'on	across	educa'onal	
community	

•  28%	of	children	under	5	years	of	age	live	in	poverty	
•  Minimal	coordinated	community	STEM	efforts	
•  62%	of	K-12	students	receive	free	and	reduced	lunch	
•  Cochise	Community	College	and	University	of	Arizona	
South	have	a	low	%		of	Graduates	in	STEM	fields	

•  Employment	opportuni'es	in	pure	STEM	fields	limited	
•  Limited	business	engagement	with	educa'onal	en''es	





SIAP	
STEM In Action Partnership	





STEM	Rural	AcHvaHon	and	InnovaHon	Network	(RAIN)	

Innova&ons	in	Development	Project		

To	explore	STEM	Disciplines		

Informal	
STEM	

learning		

IdenHfy	best	pracHces	

Showcase	of	STEM	projects	

Build	a	research	base	of	knowledge		

Mobilize	local	STEM	experts		

Leverage	
local	

resources		

AZ	Statewide	project---4	regions		
Funded	by	the	Na&onal	Science	Founda&on		
4	year	grant	beginning	2017	
	
	

Cochise	County	Ini&a&ve	
Region	Champion	
Dr.	Ronda		L.	Frueauff	
frueauffr@cochise.edu	
	

Establish	a	Visible	
Showcase	of	STEM	
projects,	celebra'ng	
project	acHviHes	and	

par'cipants	




